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American Literature I: A Print and Digital Survey (ENG 370) 
 

Walt Whitman Blog Assignment 
 
In addition to the weekly readings of "Beat! Beat! Drums!", “Cavalry Crossing a Ford,” and 
"The Wound-Dresser,” explore the Walt Whitman Archive at http://www.whitmanarchive.org/.  
Feel free to look around for a while, but then complete two of the tasks below.  For each task, 
write a brief reflection of your findings and discoveries and then post them to the blog. 
 
Choose two of the following tasks: 
  
Compare Editions of Leaves of Grass 
Link: http://www.whitmanarchive.org/published/LG/index.html.  
Task: Compare the opening pages in two different editions of Leaves of Grass.  Put the pages 
(title page, contents, frontispiece, etc.) side by side and think about how they are staged 
differently.  What is different about the typography, staging, layout, etc.?  
  
Read a Contemporary Review 
Link: http://www.whitmanarchive.org/criticism/reviews/index.html.  
Task: Read a contemporary review of Leaves of Grass and then reflect on the reviewer’s point of 
view.  What aspects does the review emphasis?  What does it leave out?  Do you agree with the 
reviewer?  
  
Search a Word 
Link: http://www.whitmanarchive.org/ 
Task: Using the search function, search the archive for a word that sparks your interests, a word 
you came across in your reading of Whitman or perhaps just a word that suggests a topic of 
interest (e.g., perfume, steamboat, etc.). Then explain and analyze how Whitman uses the word 
in at least two different contexts. 
  
Explore Notebooks 
Link: http://www.whitmanarchive.org/manuscripts/notebooks/index.html or 
http://www.loc.gov/collection/walt-whitman-papers/about-this-collection/#overview 
Task: Explore a few pages from one of Whitman’s notebooks.  What do you notice about his 
own notes and methods of notation?  What kind of things does he notice and write about?  Why 
might he write these things down? 
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Digital Exhibit Review 

 
In this short paper (2-3 pages), you will write a critically informed review of a Digital Exhibit 
related to the field of Early American Literature and Culture. In addition to describing and 
surveying the exhibit, you will provide a focused argument about how and/or why the exhibit 
contributes to our understanding of a specific topic in American literature and culture. 
 
Each review must include the following: 

• A brief introduction and survey of the project in which you discuss its topic, purpose, 
scope, presumed audience, and overall efficacy as a scholarly intervention.       While 
most of the exhibits feature an “About” page, you should not just repeat this information; 
you can quote from it, but most of your description should synthesize the project in your 
own words. 

• A specific, original, and clearly stated thesis in which you make an argument about how 
and why the exhibit contributes to our understanding of its topic and the broader field of 
American literature and culture 

• A few body paragraphs in you support your argument through critical analysis. In this 
section, feel free to draw on readings and outside sources, so long as you cite them 
properly. 

• A close reading of at least 2 images or artifacts from the exhibit in which you support 
your argument and analysis through specific details and evidence. Please embed the 
images in your document, along with proper links and citation. 

• A brief conclusion in which synthesize your argument and reflect on the project’s 
strengths and weaknesses (i.e., where it succeeds and where it could use improvement) 

  
Possible Exhibits or Projects to Review: 
The Plymouth Colony Archive Project 
Envisaging the West: Thomas Jefferson and the Roots of Lewis and Clark 
Men in the Young Republic 
Benjamin Franklin: Writer and Printer 
James Fenimore Cooper: Shadow & Substance 
Historic Threads: Three Centuries of Clothing 
A Woman’s Work is Never Done 
Beauty, Virtue & Vice: Images of Women in Nineteenth-Century American Prints 
Summer Vacationing in New England 
Women and the World of Dime Novels 
Public Poet, Private Man: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow at 200 
   
Successful Reviews Will: 

• Make a specific and scholarly argument about the digital exhibit 
• Critically weave your analysis and argument into a clear, well written paper. 
• Show evidence of intelligent close reading, thinking, and interpretation 
• Be proofread carefully for spelling and grammar mistakes 
• Include in-text citations and a properly formatted Works Cited page (MLA) 

 


